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Applying Simple Maths...
...at the Railway

Student Introduction
 f The Isle of Wight Steam Railway is a working railway.  

 f It shows us what the steam era of rail was like on the Isle of Wight. 

 f 1EXLIQEXMGW�MW�ZIV]�MQTSVXERX�MR�XLI�¿IPHW�SJ�IRKMRIIVMRK�ERH�
transport. Let’s apply some simple mental maths to the railway 
environment!

The problem + or - 2YQFIV�WIRXIRGI�ERH�ERW[IV
1. Burt has 15 sausages cooking. Basil the mouse steals 5 sausages. How many 
sausages has Burt got left?
���-J����TISTPI�EVI�WEX�SR�E�WXIEQ�XVEMR�ERH����TISTPI�KIX�SR��LS[�QER]�EVI�SR�XLI�
train now?
���8LI�WMKREPQER�LEW����PIZIVW�����SJ�XLIQ�EVI�TYWLIH�JSV[EVH��,S[�QER]�SJ�XLIQ�
EVI�TYWLIH�FEGO#
4. Burt has 39 pieces of coal on his shovel. 12 pieces of coal fall off. How many pieces 
of coal are left on his shovel?
5. The trains at the Isle of Wight Steam Railway run for 9 months a year. How many 
QSRXLW�HS�XLI�XVEMRW�RSX�VYR#
6. We bought 27 Minghella ice-creams. I ate 9. How many ice creams are left?

Can you count?
,S[�QER]�HSSVW�SR�]SYV�XVEMR�XSHE]#

,S[�QER]�XVEMR�GSRHYGXSVW�SR�XLI�
platform?

How many levers in the signal box?

,S[�QER]�XVEMRW�]SY�WII�EVSYRH�XLI�
VEMP[E]�XSHE]#
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The problem x/ ÷ 2YQFIV�WIRXIRGI�ERH�ERW[IV
���8LIVI�EVI����WIEXW�MR�E�GEVVMEKI��,S[�QER]�GEVVMEKIW�EVI�RIIHIH�XS�GEVV]����
people?

2. There is a train every 15 minutes. How many trains is this an hour?

���=SY�LEZI����W[IIXW�JVSQ�XLI�GEJI��,S[�QER]�W[IIXW�[MPP�IEGL�GLMPH�LEZI�MJ�]SY�
share them equally between...

a. ��GLMPHVIR#
b. ���GLMPHVIR#
c. ��GLMPHVIR#

���8LIVI�EVI���XVEMRW�E�HE]�XLEX�GEPP�EX�;SSXXSR�WXEXMSR�����TEWWIRKIVW�KIX�SR�IEGL�
time. How many passengers get on the trains in total?
���)ZIV]�LSYV��XLI�WMKREPQER�TYWLIW���PIZIVW��,S[�QER]�PIZIVW�EVI�TYWLIH�MR���LSYVW#

���2MRI�JEQMPMIW�IRXIV�XLI�KMJX�WLST�ERH�XLI]�EPP�WTIRH�I\EGXP]��������,S[�QYGL�HS�
EPP�XLI�JEQMPMIW�WTIRH�MR�XSXEP#
���8LI�XMGOIX�SJ¿GI�LEW����XMGOIXW�XLEX�GSWX�����MR�XSXEP��,S[�QYGL�HMH�XLI]�GSWX�
each?

Basil Mouse’s Counting Picture Challenge!
,S[�QER]�WREMPW�EVI�MR�XLMW�TMGXYVI�SJ�3PH�+ISVKI#

,S[�QER]�TVSRKW�HSIW�XLI�KEVHIR�JSVO�LEZI#

How many slats are there on the bench?

,S[�QER]�SFNIGXW�EVI�MR�3PH�+ISVKI·W�FEWOIX#
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