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History Study
Transport through Time

Student Introduction   
Draw a line to match the picture of the 
sea craft and its correct definition.

Transport Time!
Can you match the description to the 
correct sea vessel?

PADDLE STEAMER  
The first type of vessel to have a motor, it had large 
paddle wheels at each side.  So it was like a giant pedalo 
powered by steam.  This meant that it could run to a 
timetable because it did not depend on the wind.

MOTOR VESSEL 
These had a propeller at the back that allowed it to move 
through the water.   It could cope with waves much better 
than a paddle steamer and so be used in rough weather.

HOVERCRAFT  
A vessel that has propellers to push air below the deck so 
that it sits on a cushion of air.  It can travel over any flat 
surface: water, grass, sand or roads.

YACHT  
A vessel moved by the wind in its sails.

TUG   
A small but powerful boat that is used to help large boats 
move around a harbour.

CATAMARAN  
A vessel that has two hulls.  These are wider than normal 
vessels so are great for carrying lots of passengers.

RO-RO  
Acronym from ‘roll on roll off’ this describes how vehicles 
get on an off the ferry.  Before Ro-ro vessels the cars had 
to be lifted on by crane and this was slow. 
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